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How to Crack the Codes
Every puzzle is a secret message written in a code. The name of the code and a hint are
printed above each puzzle, and the code keys are on the next pages.

Write your answer on the lines under the code. Spaces and punctuation stay where they are,
except in Rail Fence and Morse Code.

The messages are classic quotes from famous writers and thinkers. Every code was checked
by computer: decoding it gives back exactly one message.

All the answers are at the back of the book.
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The Code Keys
use these pages to crack every code
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Alphabet Number Strip

A
1

B
2

C
3

D
4

E
5

F
6

G
7

H
8

I
9

J
10

K
11

L
12

M
13

N
14

O
15

P
16

Q
17

R
18

S
19

T
20

U
21

V
22

W
23

X
24

Y
25

Z
26

For the Caesar shift: count forward along the strip to code and back to decode. After Z, go back to A.

Atbash Mirror Code

A

Z

B

Y

C

X

D

W

E

V

F

U

G

T

H

S

I

R

J

Q

K

P

L

O

M

N

N

M

O

L

P

K

Q

J

R

I

S

H

T

G

U

F

V

E

W

D

X

C

Y

B

Z

A

Keyboard Code

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L

Z X C V B N M

Each coded letter is the key just to the right of the real one. P becomes Q, L becomes A and M becomes Z (the
end of a row wraps around to its start).
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Morse Code Chart

A .-

B -...

C -.-.

D -..

E .

F ..-.

G --.

H ....

I ..

J .---

K -.-

L .-..

M --

N -.

O ---

P .--.

Q --.-

R .-.

S ...

T -

U ..-

V ...-

W .--

X -..-

Y -.--

Z --..

Pigpen Key
Each letter is drawn as the lines around it. A letter in the second grid or the second X also gets a dot.

A B C

D E F

G H I

J K L

M N O

P Q R

S

T U

V

W

X Y

Z
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Rail Fence

S

E

C

R

E

T

C

O

D

E

Write the message in a zigzag on 2 rails, then read the top rail and then the bottom rail:
SCECDERTOE. To decode, split the code in half (top rail first), then zigzag between the two halves.
With 3 rails the zigzag goes down, down, up, up and so on. Codes are printed in groups of 5 letters, so
you also have to find where the words start.
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Caesar Shift
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